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of them—an undying grudge against all those, from the High
Commissioner to the humble Freikorps man, who had "let him
down/5 but he did not blame them so much as he blamed the
faults of organization. The party which he had stolen from its
founders with the same ease as he filched ideas from his associates,
had not been under his control. He had been merely the leader
at the apex of the party pyramid. In the new party the leader
must be the base. The members, individually or as a party, must
have no power whatever except that which was delegated to them
by the leader himself. Le parti c'est moi is Hitler's contribution
to German political theory and practice, the contribution that
any gang leader could have made. He, rather than Mussolini,
who has affinities with the mediaeval "tyrant," or Stalin, who
is the apotheosis of the political "boss," is the supreme gangster
of modern politics. The essence of Hitlerism, as of gangsterism,
is the dominance of the leader. The real cause to him of the
failure of the "putsch" was the multiplication of leaders and
the absence of a gang. That mistake, at least, would never be
made again.
He faced no easy task. He was himself suspect to the authori-
ties, who had in his lack of national status an easy weapon
against him, and the materials for the building up of the new
type of party had been stolen from him. But the position really
was not so desperate. In the Party of Freedom there was no
constructive genius of any kind, and when ten days after its
rout in the elections Hitler emerged from Landshut it was already
in full dissolution. It was not difficult to collect old colleagues,
and scarcely less difficult to get them to subscribe to the new
doctrine of the one-man party, the essential preliminary and
perhaps the essential condition, of the one-party state. Never
afraid to go to as many Canossas as were expedient—if there
ever were a Hitlerite Europe there could be no fitter capital—
he hastened to allay official suspicion by tearfully confessing to
authority that the "putsch" had been a ghastly blunder, that he
was perfectly loyal to the state, and would seek only legal ways
of making it truly "national," and that, unlike Ludendorff, who
had just discovered that the Pope was the head of the Grand

